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The explicit use of the artist-in-residence concept is not the rule, rather the exception, when speaking of “mobility opportunities related to universities and educational bodies in Europe”. 

Many universities and education institutes do offer a range of mobility opportunities, for instance by participating in the Erasmus student exchange program. But only a few universities organize programs, which they themselves identify and advocate as artist-in-residence programs. Nevertheless some mobility programs do resemble artist-in-residence programs, because in some way or another students or teachers are offered time and space and facilities to stay and work elsewhere. 

The main reason for the 'obscurity' of the artist-in-residence concept in the context of universities and educational institutes is that in many cases the concept is primarily meant to benefit the educational programs. The main outcome is a contribution to education and research, not a contribution to autonomous art production. 
Interesting is the development towards collaborations between artist-in-residence programs and universities. These collaborations - sometimes provisional, sometimes bycontract - are benificial for hosts, guests and institutes in many different ways. 
Some collaborative forms to be mentioned are: 

- Visiting artists at the residential art center can make use the university facilities. 
- The residential art center can be located in the university. 
- Collaborative projects take place between participants in the artist-in-residence program and  students of the university. 
- Universities host exhibitions by visiting artists of the residential art center. 
- Residential art centers organize lectures and workshops of their visiting artists at the university. 

- The University sponsors the residential art center. 
For sure, artist-in-residence programs and universities have a lot to gain from working together.
